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Amendments to the Drawings 

In response to the Examiner's objection, please add new FIG. 3. FIG. 3 
represents the limitation presented in the original claim 3. No new matter has been entered. The 
drawings are now believed to be compliant with 37 C.F.R. §1.84. 



6 



U.S. Patent Application No.: 10/504,824 

Filing Date: 16 August 2004 

First Named Inventor: Anthony Richard O'Connor 



REMARKS 

Claims 1-19 are pending in the present application. Claims 1-19 stand rejected. 
Claim 17 has been canceled and new FIG. 3 has been presented. 

Rejection under 35 U.S.C. §102 (b) 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1-2, 4-8, 12-16 and 18-19 under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 102(b) as anticipated by DE Patent 3217953 to Geromiller Reinhold. This rejection is 
respectfully traversed. 

Reinhold teaches a border consisting of V-shaped points with zigzag cutouts (13) 
on one edge of the border with the front half of the points anchored in the soil. The purpose of 
the V-shaped points is to anchor the border in soil as does the vertical leg (16). The cut out is 
formed simply because of the V-shaped points. In contrast, the present invention teaches 
apertures (10) and (1 1) in the second elongate portion (3) for anchoring the lawn edging strip. 
The smaller apertures (1 1) are used for anchoring with stakes while (10) are designed for 
anchoring by the growth of the grass and grass roots through the apertures. As described in the 
specification, the stakes are used in the smaller apertures (1 1) for anchoring the edging strip 
initially. Over time, the stakes will loosen, however, they will not need to be replaced because 
the larger apertures (10) will provide anchoring as the grass and grass roots grow through the 
apertures. 

This type of anchoring would not be possible in Reinhold because there is no 
perimeter defining the aperture and the zigzag cut would not anchor the edging strip. In stark 
contrast, Reinhold drives the V-shaped points into the soil to anchor the border into the soil. The 
zigzag cutouts simply provide the V-shaped points for anchoring. 

Furthermore, the apertures in the present invention are required and present in 
independent claims 1,18 and 19. The second elongate portion (3) contains the apertures. The 
second elongate portion lays on the surface of the soil, not embedded into the soil. As clearly 
shown in Figures 1 and 2, the apertures have a solid perimeter. Applicant uses the term aperture 
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to mean a hole or opening with a perimeter, such as the aperture of a lens. The apertures have a 
solid perimeter that provides the anchoring as the grass and grass roots grow through the 
apertures. In contrast, Reinhold drives the V-shaped points into the soil. 

Rejection under 35 U.S.C. §103 (a) 

The Examiner has rejected claims 3, 10-1 1, 17 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Geromiller Reinhold in view of U.S. Patent 1,195,697 to Lord. Applicant 
respectfully traverses this rejection. 

As discussed above, Reinhold should not be used as a primary reference. The 
same arguments hold regarding Lord. Lord docs not teach the apertures of the present invention. 
Consequently, Lord cannot cure the deficiencies of Reinhold. 



CONCLUSION 



Based on the Amendments and Remarks above, Applicant respectfully requests 
allowance of all pending claims. 

Respectfully submitted, 

GOMEZ INTERNATIONAL PATENT OFFICE, LLC 



Dated: 30 November 2007 By: /Brian A. Gomez/ 

Brian A. Gomez 
Reg. No. 44,718 

1501 N. Rodney Street, Suite 101 

Wilmington, DE 19806 

Tel: (302)351-3323 

Fax: (302) 351-8456 

E-mail: bgomez@gomez-ipo.com 

Attorney for Applicants 
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